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Crowder College president from town of Hope now embraced

by campus of hope

By Allie Hinga | Globe Reporter  Oct 26, 2015
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Globe | Roger Nomer
Jennifer Methvin, president of Crowder College, was diagnosed in September 2014 with breast
cancer. She credits her family and her campus family for the support that helped in her recovery.
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NEOSHO, Mo. — Jennifer Methvin was just a few months into her presidency at Crowder
College when she had to break the news to her staff. She had been diagnosed with breast
cancer.

It was September 2014, and she’d been diagnosed earlier that month. First, she told those
who worked closely with her. Then, she told the rest of the employees. And in doing so, she
learned volumes about the kind of school her new college was.

“This entire campus, without really even knowing me yet, completely surrounded me and
embraced me and showed me what they do,” she said. “They take care of one another. The
Crowder family is not just something folks say around here, it is what they do.”

It’s been a little more than a year since Methvin received her diagnosis. It’s a time that’s
changed her in some ways, but also taught her about the school she leads.

“When I first became ill, several people said to me, ‘Well, you’re going to get to see the very
best of Crowder, because what you’ll see is when there are obstacles, Crowder College pulls
itself together to deal with the difficult times, whatever they may be, and certainly the
president being ill in their first year will be one of those times, so you’ll get to see Crowder at
its best your first year,’ and I did,” she said.

Methvin started her term as Crowder president in June 2014, moving from Hope, Arkansas,
to Neosho for the job. Just a few months later, she discovered a lump in her left breast. In
September, she received her diagnosis: She had an aggressive form of breast cancer, but it
was one doctors knew how to treat.

She’d end up starting chemotherapy almost immediately and continuing the treatments
through February via Freeman Health System in Joplin. In March, she’d end up undergoing a
mastectomy at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.

When the college found out, it turned out to support her. She received enough well wishes
and cards to fill two drawers in her bedroom — not all from Crowder, but most of them —
gift cards for meals, a framed page of signatures from the classified staff. An anonymous
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individual created a blanket made from old Crowder T-shirts. Another staff member who is a

cancer survivor put together a basket of things Methvin would need during her treatment.

“The outpouring of support and colleagues stepping up so we could keep things going and

take care of what I might have normally been taking up was just incredible,” she said.

Family support

She also drew support during that time from family — her husband and two sons, her

brother and sister, her parents.

“I’m well supported, couldn’t ask for better support,” she said.

But still, she was navigating what amounted to two 24/7 jobs: running a college and battling

cancer. Once she got past the emotional shock of the situation, she got herself organized.

She set up calendars with her chemotherapy dates — her treatments came with a cycle of

good days and crashing and building herself back up to get back into the office as quickly as

possible. She figured out the days to keep her schedule open and when to find others to

help her cover meetings.

“I used the phrase a lot during that time, and actually still some now, ‘It is what it is,’ so it is

what it is, and I will conquer it,” she said.

Methvin still has a few months left of dealing with her illness, and she’s taking infusions until

the beginning of December. She’s going to checkups more often than she used to, and she’s

mindful of her health in a way she’s never been. She’ll be taking a pill a day for the next

several years.

During a recent mammogram, doctors found no signs of cancer.
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She wouldn’t say she’s a completely different person than she was this time last year, but

she has noticed some changes. She has learned patience, to rely on others, to be more

reflective.

“I think most of my career, I have been known as somebody who was just incredibly busy

and keeping something going all of the time, and I’m making more choices now about what I

do with my time,” she said.

These days, she tries to find practical ways to use her experiences to help others, sending

information to an employee’s spouse going through the same thing, giving old colleagues

advice about the best hotels to stay in during treatment. It’s something a bit more personal,

and for the person dealing with breast cancer in the moment, she wants to help pass on

those practical ways she can help out.

But still, you might not hear her talk much about her experiences. There was a time when

she once “pinked it out” in October and participated in cancer walks, in honor of an aunt or

an acquaintance dealing with cancer. These days, it’s more subtle — a pink bracelet she

wears almost every day.

Part of that is the way she sees herself — she’s not one to dwell, but rather to get things

done. Another part of that is a push to keep the focus on the mission and work of Crowder

College.

“It was really important to me that though I wasn’t able to be here to do all the things that I

wanted to do, that Crowder College continue to grow and progress and be the fantastic

college that it is, and not be the college who in 2014/ 2015 had a president who had breast

cancer,” she said.

“I want it to be Crowder College, who serves students and serves them well and makes a

difference in people’s lives. That’s where I wanted the focus of Crowder College to be.”

Allie Hinga is a reporter for The Joplin Globe. Address correspondence to Allie Hinga, c/o The Joplin
Globe, Box 7, Joplin, MO 64802 or email ahinga@joplinglobe.com.
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Allie Hinga is a reporter for The Joplin Globe. Address correspondence to Allie Hinga, c/o The Joplin
Globe, Box 7, Joplin, MO 64802 or email ahinga@joplinglobe.com.


