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John and Rose Mitchell always had rose bushes.

Their old home was surrounded by them -- about 100 in all, including about 75 in the backyard. When
people walked by the brick house on Washington Street, they would offer compliments on the plants.

Just two rose bushes dot the backyard of their new home in Asbury, Iowa -- the lone survivors of the
plants they tried to transplant from their previous house. They just can't get them to grow like they did at
the old house.

"I took some with me, but most of them didn't make it," John said.

Rose echoed her husband.

"They just didn't adapt to the difference," she said.

The city of Dubuque bought the Mitchells' Washington Street property in 2007 as part of its acquisitions
for the Bee Branch Creek Restoration Project. The city bought about 100 properties in all, clearing a
swath of land for a waterway to alleviate flooding danger in the area.

The purchases separated residents from homes they lived in for decades and business owners from their
headquarters. But years later, all have adjusted to their relocations, some with ease and some with
difficulty, as work continues on the $60 million Bee Branch project.

QUICKER THAN EXPECTED

The Mitchells lived on Washington Street for 30 years. The nine-room house also had a huge garage and
an apartment above it they rented out for a time and later used when their children came back to visit.

Over the years, John completed several interior projects, altering the house to just the way he and his
wife wanted it to be.

They attended several meetings when the city began making plans for the waterway, and they quickly
knew they would be affected because their property was bordered by both Washington and Elm streets.

When John found out that property in their area was slated for purchase, he didn't realize how quickly it
would happen. Three years before the city bought his property, he remodeled the kitchen and bathroom.

"My buddy said, 'Why are you doing all this work?'" John said. "I said 'Well, this isn't going to happen
for a long time. I might not even see the day.' That's what I figured. I figured it would be a lot longer, and
three years later, they bought it."



It took some time to adjust, but the Mitchells are happy in their new house, they said.

For a long time, they often would drive by the house on Washington Street, and occasionally, they still
do. The house still stands -- the city only needed part of their property -- with some modifications,
waiting for a new owner.

"We weren't forced, we weren't pushed out the door, but we knew we had to move," Rose said. "I don't
know how to explain it, where, down the line if they wouldn't of did this, yeah, we would have moved
eventually, but on our own time, not on their time."

THE PROJECT

When city of Dubuque civil engineer Deron Muehring was hired in 1998, his first task was to create a
request for proposal for a stormwater management plan.

In May 1999, a storm that caused major flooding pushed the city to focus its stormwater management
efforts on two areas: the Bee Branch watershed and the North Fork Catfish Creek watershed.

In 2001, the city adopted its Drainage Basin Master Plan to protect 1,150 properties from stormwater
flooding. The Carter Road detention basin was completed in the spring of 2004 and cost

$1.1 million. In 2009, construction of the West 32nd Street detention basin was completed for $4.1
million. The city also increased capacity of the North Fork of Catfish Creek corridor, which meanders
through the city's West End, for about $2.1 million. The Bee Branch project is the plan's key component.

A few houses bought by the city for the Bee Branch project still stand -- those sitting on lots where only
part of the property had to be bought for the project but where the whole lot was acquired because the
partial acquisition would drastically change the property.

Those houses subsequently were put back up for sale by the city.

Muehring said that throughout the process, the city worked to keep homeowners from suffering financial
loss and enlisted two services to act as intermediaries in dealing with landowners who needed to sell their
properties. The city also bought several properties from businesses.

"The fear and the unknown is totally understandable, where you don't know if you're going to find a new
house, can you afford it, trying to get financing, all that stuff," Muehring said.

He said he couldn't think of anyone who would call the relocation process terrible.

"That's not to say they're not out there," he said. "I just haven't gotten the feedback. But those who have
gone through it weren't necessarily happy about having to move, but they were treated fairly. I hope they
would say that."

The first part of the Bee Branch Creek Restoration Project, the Lower Bee Branch, became functional in
2011. Muehring said the city plans to start construction on the Upper Bee Branch in early 2014, with



expected completion by the end of fall 2015.

ROUGH MOVE

Bitterness marked Duane and June Bradfield's move from their home on 22nd Street.

After more than 40 years in their house, they reluctantly left and started over.

The transition hasn't been easy. They lost income they made renting out the other half of their duplex,
then spent their savings fixing up their new place. They moved to an area with higher taxes and lost the
garden that had once been filled with a multitude of vegetables.

"I got screwed all the way around," Duane said.

The moving process proved to be overwhelming for him. A combination of stress and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease landed him in the hospital, he said, and his relatives and neighbors ended up moving
his things to the new house.

"I still don't know where half my stuff is," he said, with a laugh. "Three years later, I can't find anything."

He said the city offered him a fair price, but he didn't want to leave. Once he moved into his new house
on Windsor Avenue, he spent his savings getting the place into shape, fixing floors, cabinets, plumbing
and gas lines.

He still talks about the old place almost every day when he meets up with friends.

The house on 22nd Street still stands, up for sale. Knowing that the building is still there is what hurts.

"They could have left me alone," he said.

It took June Bradfield time to get over the bitterness of moving, she said.

"When you get our age, you get pretty much set in your ways," said June, who is 76, "and that's the
whole reason that we got upset."

A WELCOME CHANGE

The best thing the city ever did for Carol Hannan was buy her house.

Ever since she moved into the duplex on Washington Street in 1972, living in one half and renting out the
other, flooding had been a recurring problem. Every time there was a hard rain, water would seep into her
basement.

The May 1999 storm was the worst. She lost everything on both sides of the basement -- furnaces, hot
water heaters, a washer, a dryer and a refrigerator. She remembers opening the trap door to her basement
when the floodwaters were high. If she had knelt on the floor, she could have reached out and put her
finger in the water.

Though none of the other storms were as bad, she had to clear water out of the basement several times in



Though none of the other storms were as bad, she had to clear water out of the basement several times in
the following years. The last time her basement flooded, after her husband died, she sat on the bottom
steps and cried. A friend of her daughter's found out and used a sump pump to clear the water.

"I kept saying, 'I can't do this anymore,' and I did," she said.

So, when the city began buying property, she decided not to wait. The house needed work, her husband
was gone and her children had grown up.

It was time to move on. She moved into a townhouse farther north in Dubuque and describes coming to
her new house as like being on vacation -- the neighborhood was quiet and private.

And she didn't have to worry about the flooding.

She doesn't miss her house on Washington Street, but she does keep a memento of it in her new home -- a
black frame holding the house numbers, the word "home" and two photos of her and her husband.

"But things do have to change. They can't stay the same forever," she said

'NOW, I'VE GOT NOTHING'

Michael and Donna Lindauer didn't live in the house on Rhomberg Avenue, but they still felt the sting of
losing it.

They owned the home for four or five years, renting out its three apartments and making about $3,000 to
$4,000 a year. The extra income from tenants made Michael not want to sell his property.

An appraisal put the value of his house at $75,000, which the city offered him for the building, he said.

Michael disagreed with the offer, based on prices for comparable properties that were valued at $80,000
or more, but the city wouldn't raise the price, he said. Michael was concerned the city would condemn the
property if he tried to hold onto it, and he said the cost of a lawyer would be too much to be worth it. So,
he sold the house.

"We feel like it kind of got taken," he said.

The couple tried to look for another house that might be comparable, but everything they found was more
than they could afford, and the sellers wouldn't come down on their prices.

So, Michael gave up looking. Now, he said, its too late for him to find a place and pay it off before
retirement.

"But now, I've got nothing," he said.

BUSINESS BUMP

For Steve Boelk, the Bee Branch project meant a change in his business -- namely, the location.

Boelk owns Masters Siding & Insulation. For about 10 years, he ran business out of a property on



Washington Street. The land held a large warehouse for storage, plus an office.

When he found out his property was slated for purchase, he wasn't particularly bothered. He had a lot to
move, but the transition went well, by his accounting.

The hard part was finding a new space for the business comparable to the price he got for his warehouse.
The downtown area used to be a place to find less-expensive warehousing, but by the time Boelk had to
move, those options were gone.

Other businesses in the area were forced to relocate as well, he said.

"All of a sudden, you've got five or six or eight or however many businesses are looking," he said, "and
we were all about the same-size buildings, so everybody's looking for about the same thing, and there just
wasn't those kinds of places available."

He ended up renting two storage spaces and running his office out of his home. His rental storage is less
centrally located and offers him less space than the old warehouse, so he had to reduce the amount of
equipment he had. However, the move didn't leave a lasting impact on the function of his business.

"I can't pack-rat as much as I used to," he said

The new arrangement works for Boelk, he said. He pays about the same amount in rent as he did at his
warehouse on Washington Street, although it would have been nice to have his own building.

"As a whole, I would say I was pretty satisfied with the way they did it," he said.

CLOSE TO THE MEMORIES

From her new backyard, Donna Bolsinger pointed diagonally to two trees across the alley.

The trees used to be in the front yard of her house on Kniest Street, now a grassy lot.

One of her older brothers planted them, and from time to time, she picked apples from one to use in a pie.

"I wish it was still there," she said of her former home. "That house was all right. I liked it real well."

Bolsinger lived in the house for 23 years after her husband died, with one of her older brothers and her
mother, who died in 1999. Her oldest brother owned the property and rented it out to the family.

When she found out the house was slated for purchase, she was hurt, she said.

The place held so many memories. Family members would come for a visit or to live in the house. The
home filled up with returning family members at the holidays. Bolsinger's husband was at the house
when he became sick with the aneurysms that killed him in 1984.

On Nov. 1, 2007, she started moving out with her brother into the house across the alley, enlisting help to
carry everything over by hand.

From her new house, she watched her home and others come down.



From her new house, she watched her home and others come down.

It was difficult to watch, she said, but Bolsinger knew it was necessary, and there was nothing she could
do.

She took pieces of her old home with her. A piece of a red brick hides under a leafy plant in her
backyard, and she brought over flowers and a clipping from a lilac bush.

She misses her old home -- she was happy there -- but she's adjusted to the new house.

"This place is all right," she said. "It's closer to the memories."


